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Application reference: 21/01629/OUT Land South of Woodrow Road Melksham Wilts 
 
Dear Development Management Team, 
 
Salisbury & Wilton Swift Group has reviewed the above outline planning application as we believe all 
new developments should provide habitat opportunities for those species such as swifts who prefer, 
or can adapt to, the built environment.  Due to a catastrophic decline of nearly 60% in the last 20 
years, swifts are expected to be reclassified as a 'red-listed' species on the UK list of Birds of 
Conservation Concern when the next official list is released. Numerous groups like ours are linked 
across the country with the aim of engaging County Planning Departments, local Councils, architects, 
ecologists, major developers and builders to raise awareness of how easy it is to make provision for 
swifts, particularly in new builds and renovations. This is particularly important with the net gain for 
biodiversity expectations emerging within local governments. We have experienced volunteers who 
are willing to offering advice and practical help wherever they can. Our comments are impartial 
observations which are neutral, neither supporting nor objecting to the application. 
 
We welcome the recommendation of the Ecological Assessment at 5.3.38 ‘As an enhancement, new 
bird nest boxes will be provided on suitable retained trees / new buildings within the site. These will 
provide new nesting opportunities for a range of birds. Using nest boxes of varying designs would 
maximise the species complement attracted to the site and, where possible, could be tailored to 
provide opportunities for the Red Listed / Priority Species, e.g. Starling or House Sparrow, that are 
known from the local area’.  However we would recommend integrated bricks rather than external 
boxes on trees.  Integrated bricks have several advantages over external nesting boxes as once 
installed the bricks are discrete, maintenance free, not prone predation or to potentially hazardous 
temperature variation and last the lifetime of the building. Integrated swift bricks are used by both 
the house sparrow and the starling, mentioned as being in the local area, as well as the swift which is 
listed as a priority species in the Wiltshire BAP 2008. 
 
There is evidence from studies currently being undertaken at The Duchy of Cornwall sites (see link 
https://nansledan.com/nansledan-residents-asked-to-help-with-bird-box-survey/) that swift bricks 
are being used by a variety of small birds and could be described as a ‘universal’ brick for small 
building dependent species such as swifts, house sparrows, starlings, house martins, blue tits, great 
tits and nuthatches.  This is particularly good news for the red-listed house sparrow and starling and 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/uyJ3CgJmJiYqJWqUN65LL/


the amber-listed swift as all three species are undergoing major decline caused mainly by the loss of 
nesting sites on existing houses due to re-roofing and replacement of soffits and fascias.  It is also 
very good news for developers as it means that one brick type will provide a very cost-effective 
ecological enhancement for a variety of bird species.  Evidence is also suggesting that house 
sparrows prefer to use swift bricks as opposed to sparrow bricks or terraces, which swifts cannot 
use, and are frequently the first occupant.  If there is a need to exclude starlings from a particular 
area the entrance hole should ideally be no larger than 28/29mm.  
 
Should Wiltshire Council approve this application we recommend the Council follows the 1:1 nest 
brick per dwelling guidance and Conditions the installation of 150 integrated swift nest bricks in this 
development preferably in clusters of 2-3 in the north, east and west gable ends or close under the 
eaves away from windows and doors and with clear flight access.   
Provision of integrated swift bricks in this application would contribute towards demonstrating 
compliance with government policies and guidance (see below) as the new dwellings can themselves 
be a biodiversity enhancer by providing a habitat that previously didn't exist.  
 
In order to put the onus on the developer to ensure compliance, we would suggest conditions 
accompanied by such wording as:  
 
Prior to the commencement of development, a Plan shall be submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Local Planning Authority of: integrated bat roosting and integrated swift bricks within 
buildings.  The agreed Plan shall show the specification of the 150 swift bricks and No.x  bat roosting 
features and where they will be located, together with a timetable for implementation.  All approved 
features shall be installed prior to first occupation of the dwelling on which they are located and 
retained thereafter.   

Reason: to maintain and enhance biodiversity in accordance with Wiltshire CP50, NPPF, and BS 
42020:2013. 

Following completion of the dwellings and prior to their first occupation, a report from an 
appropriately qualified ecologist confirming that all integrated bat roosting and integrated swift 
brick features have been installed as per previously agreed specifications and locations together with 
photographic evidence shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

Reason: to demonstrate compliance with Wiltshire CP50, NPPF and BS 42020:2013. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
Salisbury and Wilton Swift Group 
https://www.salisburyandwiltonswifts.org/ 
 
 

https://www.salisburyandwiltonswifts.org/


               
Photos courtesy of Hugh Hastings and the Duchy of Cornwall - House Martin (L), House sparrow (R) nesting in ‘swift’ 
brick       
Photos courtesy of Arc Consulting  - Blue tit (L), Great tit (R) nesting in ‘swift’ bricks     
Photos courtesy of Clarke Brunt - Starlings in the Cambridge Swift Tower when entrances were 70mm x 30mm (since 
narrowed to 28mm) 
Photo courtesy of Clive Cooper               
 
  
 
 

Swift bricks in the national and local planning context: 

• National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2019)  

Section 170(d) of the states  “Planning policies and decisions should contribute to 

and enhance the natural and local environment by: ...minimising impacts on and 

providing net gains in biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological 

networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures...”.  

Section 174(b) states: “To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans 

should …promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority 

habitats, ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and 

identify and pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for 

biodiversity.”  

• NPPF, Natural Environment Guidance, paragraph 023, Reference ID: 8‐023‐20190721 How 

can biodiversity net gain be achieved? Provides further guidance stating “…relatively small 

features can often achieve important benefits for wildlife, such as incorporating ‘swift bricks’ 

and bat boxes in developments and providing safe routes for hedgehogs between different 

areas of habitat.”  

• Government press release (21/07/19)  James Brokenshire, the Communities Secretary at 

the time of the NPPG Natural Environment publication stated: “For the first time the 

government has set out its expectations on how developers can protect specific species, 

including using ‘hedgehog highways’ and hollow swift bricks – which are installed into the 

walls of new build homes, allowing the birds to nest safely. This follows public interest for 

protecting these much-loved animals, with one petition receiving support from over half a 

million people.” Thus the Government’s support for such measures was stated explicitly. 

• Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 Section 40 states: “Every 

public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the 

proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.” 



• "Living With Beauty" (30/01/20) the Government's Building Better Building Beautiful 

Commission report recommends: "Bricks for bees and birds in new build homes" (Policy 

Proposition 33, page 110).  

• Wiltshire Council’s Core Strategy policy CP50 states: “All development should seek 

opportunities to enhance biodiversity. Major development in particular must include measures 

to deliver biodiversity gains through opportunities to restore, enhance and create valuable 

habitats, ecological networks and ecosystem services.” 

 
Examples of the level of nest box provision in new developments 

• At least a 1:1 ratio of nest bricks per dwelling is generally accepted now as good practice – a 

level of provision outlined in the award-winning Exeter City Council Residential Design Guide 

SPD (2010).  The RSPB South West Regional Office has been working with Exeter Planners 

over a period of 10 years on the implementation of the biodiversity requirements of this 

guide and there is acceptance that in many cases the most suitable box type for all cavity 

nesting birds is the swift brick. 

• A similar standard was adopted by the Town and Country Planning Association and the 

Wildlife Trusts in 2012 Planning for a Healthy Environment - Good Practice for Green 

Infrastructure and Biodiversity and The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) in 2013. 

• The Duchy of Cornwall adopted the same principles in 2015, and a good example of the 

provision of a general type of integrated box for all cavity nesting birds is the Nansledan 

development by The Duchy of Cornwall in Newquay. 
• The Cornwall Council Biodiversity Guide (2018) gives prescriptive measures for the provision 

of bat and bird boxes, again at the rate of 1 nest place per new dwelling. This document also 

includes a case study on Nansledan mentioned above.  

• The Oxford City Council Technical Advice Note on Biodiversity gives an ‘expected provision’ 

of bird nest sites for building dependent birds (i.e. swifts) at a rate of 1 per house and 1 per 2 

flats, with separate provision for bats at a rate of 1 per 5 houses.  Provision of such nest 

boxes in schools, student accommodation and hotels is addressed by a ratio of 1 per 250 m2 

floor space. 

• From 1st June 2020 Brighton & Hove City Council will condition a minimum of three swift 

nest bricks or two per dwelling in all new developments that are five metres high or above 

and commercial developments will be required to have a minimum of three boxes, or one 

per 50sqm of floor spaces. 

 
 


